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1. Last Lesson 

 

Weightage of Questions [Section-wise] 

Section A [Reading Skills]                       :  20 Marks 

                                                                    Comprehension [12 mks] 

                                                                    Note-making [4 mks] 

                                                                    Summarising [4 mks] 

Section B [Writing Skills]                        :  30 Marks 

                                                                    Short Writing Compositions 

                                                                    [ Notice, Advertisement etc] 

                                                                    [4 mks] 

                                                                    Formal Letters [6mks] 

                                                                    Long Writing Compositions 

                                                                    [ Article, Report, Speech etc] 

                        [10x2=20] 

Section C [Literature]                            :  30 Marks 

Annotations : 1 Prose+ 1 Poem 

                                                                  [4x2=8] 

                                                                  Short Answer Type Questions 

                                                                  [2x5=10] 

                                                                  Long Answer Type Questions 

                                                                  [6x2=12] 

 

 

 

 

                   Section C [Literature] – 30 Marks 
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- Alphonse Daudet 

 

Theme : 

This story reflects upon the arrogance of the colonizer to forcibly take 

away the rights of those who are colonized. “The last lesson” stresses on 

the importance of education and the necessity to respect and learn one’s 

own language. This story draws our attention to the unfair practice of 

linguistic chauvinism. It refers to an unreasonable pride in one’s own 

language while disregarding all the other languages as inferior. 

The people living in the regions of Alsace and Lorraine are the victims of 

this aggressive concept of linguistic chauvinism. They are forcibly made 

to learn German. In this story, the author brings into limelight the 

oppression of the majority. This story also makes a universal appeal as it 

highlights our tendency to value things more when we no longer have 

access to them. 

Sub- theme 

The story 'The Last Lesson' highlights the human tendency 

to procrastinate and put away things for tomorrow; hence, the man keeps 

postponing the lessons of life, oblivious to the fact that life is subject to 

change. 

Summary 

https://beamingnotes.com/2013/05/21/epic-poetry-beowulf-historical-value/
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The Last Lesson, a short story set in the backdrop of Franco-Prussian War 

is narrated from the perspective of a little boy named Franz. The story 

deals with the occupation of Alsace-Lorraine in the year 1870 when 

Bismarck’s army stormed the area and held it under the Prussian control 

right until World War I. The story provides a brief yet memorable glimpse 

of how one’s language is rooted to one’s identity and what happens when 

there’s an attempt to slowly sever the tie between a people and its 

language by a powerful enemy. It also highlights how language comes to 

the surface in times of crisis when one’s identity is most threatened. The 

Last Lesson is a great reminder of how we cannot take our language for 

granted and how important it is to love and learn one’s language in order 

to protect one’s individual and collective identity. 

When French was taught in the school, Franz and the likes of him did not 

take it seriously. The parents also preferred to see their kids working and 

earning for the family rather learning French. 

It is only when they are denied the freedom of knowing their own 

language, they realize how sorry they are for not paying enough attention 

to the French lessons and how unfairly they are being treated. The sense 

of loss is suggested with the mention of the Prussians drilling their land. 

There is a sense of helplessness that runs throughout the poem. Franz 

feels guilty for not learning his French lessons properly. M. Hamel feels 

guilty about not being able to impart all his knowledge to his students. 

The sense of defeat is evident in his tone which is usually strict and 

cranky but today he was gentle, quiet and motionless. 

It is not justified to take away the natural right of the people to speak 

their mother tongue. The solemnity of the classroom builds up the mood of 

gloom and despair. M. Hamel says that the only way to free themselves 

from the enslavement is by clinging to their own language. In confined 

existence, the only key to our prison is our language. 

Questions 

I. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that 

follow. 

“ Poor man! It was in honour of this last lesson that he had put on 

his fine Sunday clothes, and now I understand why the old men of 

the village were sitting there in the back of the room.” 

i. Who is referred to as the poor man and why? 

ii. Describe the fine clothes of the man? 

iii. Why were the old men of the village sitting in the room? 

iv. Who is the speaker of the above lines 

https://beamingnotes.com/2018/09/21/theme-of-the-last-lesson-by-alphonse-daudet/
https://beamingnotes.com/2018/09/21/summary-of-the-fun-they-had-by-isaac-asimov/
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II. Answer the following in not more than 30-40 words. 

i. How the ban on teaching French strengthened the resolve 

of the French to learn their language? 

ii. Justify the title “The Last Lesson”. 

III. Answer the following question in not more than 120-150 words. 

i. Discuss Linguistic Chauvinism as one of the major themes 

of “The Last Lesson”. 

 

2. Lost Spring 

- Anees Jung 

 

L 
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Theme :The theme of the chapter is the grinding poverty and the traditions 

which condemn poor children to a life of exploitation and to indulge in 

hazardous labour thus promoting CHILD LABOUR . The two stories taken 

together depict the plight of street children forced into labour early in life 

and denied the opportunity of schooling. 

Spring is the season of bloom. Spring is a metaphor of childhood and is 

associated with every child at the beginning of a bright future. The two 

protagonists of the chapter, Saheb-e-alam and Mukesh, losetheir 

childhood while carrying the burden of poverty and illiteracy. In their bleak 

stories of exploitation, the author finds glimpses of resilience and hope. 

Summary:The story, “Lost Spring” describes the pitiable condition of poor 

children who have been forced to miss the joy of childhood due to the 

socio-economic condition that prevails in this man-made world. These 

children are denied the opportunity of schooling and forced into labour 

early in life. Anees Jung gives voice to eliminate child labour by educating 

the children and to enforce the laws against child labour by the 

governments strictly. The call is to end child exploitation and let the 

children enjoy the days of the spring that bring joy under their feet. 

I – Sometimes I find a rupee in the garbage. 

 The first part tells the writer’s impressions about the life of the poor rag 

pickers. The rag pickers have migrated from Dhaka and found a 
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settlement in Seemapuri. Their fields and homes had been swept away by 

storms. They had come to the big city to find a living. They are poor. The 

writer watches Saheb every morning scrounging for “gold” in her 

neighbourhood. Garbage is a means of survival for the elders and for the 

children it is something  

wrapped in wonder. The children come across a coin or two from it. These 

people have desires and ambitions, but they do not know the way to 

achieve them. There are quite a few things that are unreachable to them, 

namely shoes, tennis and the like. Later Saheb joins a tea stall where he 

could earn 800 Rupees and all the meals. The job has taken away his 

freedom. 

 

 

 

II – I want to drive a car. 

The second part deals with the life of Mukesh, who belongs to the family 

of Bangle-makers. Firozabad is best known for its glass-blowing industry. 

Nearly 20,000 children are engaged in this business and the law that 

forbids child labour is not known here. The living condition and the 

working environment is a woeful tale. Life in dingy cells and working close 

to hot furnaces make these children blind when they step into the 

adulthood. Weighed down by the debt, they can neither think nor find a 

way to come of out of this trap. The politicians, middlemen, policemen and 

bureaucrats will all obstruct their way of progress. The women in the 

household consider it as their fate and just follow the tradition. Mukesh is 
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different from the rest of the folk there. He dreams to become a motor 

mechanic. The garage is far away from his house but he shall walk. comes 

across Mukesh in Firozabad. 

 

  

He Characters Saheb-e-alam and Mukesh : 

Saheb-e-Alam originally hails from Dhaka, Bangladesh where he was a rag 

picker like his other family members. However, when storms destroy 

all that they had, they migrate to India where he works in a tea stall 

to earn his living. He also has to run several errands for his owner. 

Although he has a fixed salary and free meals every month, Saheb is 

not happy as he feels that he is not his own master anymore 

compared to when he was a rag picker. He has no dreams of his own 

and resigns to his own fate. 

 

 

Mukesh lives in Firozabad and works in a glass bangle making factory. 

Belonging to a family of bangle makers, he is engaged in the same 
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profession. However, he is a boy with self-determination and wants 

to be his own master. Mukesh wants to come out of the family 

business and become a motor mechanic. Though the chances for 

this  

 

are bleak, he continues to dream about this for his family’s 

betterment. 

 

 

Questions : 

I. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that 

follow: 

“Saheb-e-alam,” he announces. He does not know what it means. 

If he knew its meaning – lord of the universe – he would have a 

hard time believing it. 

(i) With whom is Saheb conversing? 

(ii) What surprises the narrator? 

(iii) What is ironical in his name? 

(iv) How is Saheb connected to the narrator? 

 

II. Answer the following questions in not more 30-40 words. 

i. In what sense is garbage gold to the rag-pickers? 

ii. Whom does Anees Jung blame for the sorry plight of the 

bangle makers? 

 

III. Answer the following question in not more than 120-150 words. 

“But promises like mine abound in every corner of his bleak 

world.” What promise does the author recall? In what context 

was it made? Was it fulfilled? 
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3. The Third Level  

- Jack Finney 

 

 

 

The Third Level by Jack Finney is the story of a psychological journey into 

the past. This experience of a time travel emerges out of the need to 

escape from the harsh realities of modern world which is full of 

insecurities, worry, war and fear and almost every individual wants to run 

away from it and live a peaceful life. 

Storyline: Charley, a 31 years old man enters Grand Central Station of New 

York to take a train to reach home and loses his way as this station has 

many corridors and subways. He keeps walking in a quiet corridor, angling 

left and slanting downward, till he reaches what he thinks is the third 

level of the Grand Central Station. But in reality there are only two levels 

at this station and the third level was never built. This level is different 

from the other two levels as there are smaller rooms, fewer ticket 

windows, flickering open flame gas lights and brass spittoons. People here 

are dressed in old style clothes like in 1890s with beards, sideburns and 
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fancy moustaches. He notices stack of newspaper ‘The World’ dated June 

11, 1894. Convinced that this is 1894, Charley wishes to go to Galesburg, 

Illinois which was a much quieter and happier place back then and hence 

turns towards ticket window to buy two tickets for himself and Louisa. He 

always wanted to go to Galesburg with his wife as this was a wonderful 

town with big old frame houses with shady trees and people sat on their 

lawns talking to each other. Since he didn’t have old style currency, he 

could not buy tickets and came back home.  

Next day, to realize his wish to make a journey to old Galesburg he 

exchanged his 300 dollars for the old style bills amounting to 200 dollars 

only, but he didn’t mind as things would be much cheaper in Galesburg in 

1894. But he could not find the corridor leading to the third level again, 

although he tried many times.  

When he shared this experience with his wife Louisa, she got worried and 

asked him not to look for the third level anymore. His psychiatrist friend 

explained this as his “waking dream wish fulfilment”, saying that Charley 

wanted to escape from the grim realities of this modern world and take a 

refuge in the past.  

Charley stopped looking for third level which according to him opened in 

1894 and he got back to his old hobby of stamp collection. This stamp 

collection was also considered ‘a temporary refuge from reality’ by his 

friends. However, his psychiatrist friend disappeared and nobody knew 

where he was. One day while going through his stamps, Charley found a 

first day cover in his grandfather’s collection which was not there earlier 

(When a new stamp is issued, stamp collectors buy some and use them to 

mail envelopes to themselves on the very first day of sale; and the 

postmark proves the date. The envelope is called a first-day cover. They 

are never opened; one just puts the blank paper in the envelope.) This 

envelope was sent on July 18, 1894 and was addressed to Charley. This 

letter was from Sam and it read that he has reached Galesburg and is 

enjoying the peaceful life of old world. He also invites Charley and Louisa 

there and asks them to keep looking for the third level which is a medium 

to go to 1890s. Interestingly, Sam Weiner is the psychiatrist friend of 

Charley. It is revealed that Sam exchanged his money for eight hundred 

dollars old currency and this would help him in setting up a hay and grain 

business in Galesburg, as his old profession of psychiatry definitely didn’t 

have a calling in the old times which was far away from war, anxiety and 

any kind of stress.  
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Theme:The Third Level is a fictional story interweaving fantasy and 

reality. It highlights people’s desire to escape the stressful and worrisome 

modern life. The constant struggling with these harsh realities for our 

existence makes our lives unpleasant and we attempt to overcome them 

through wishful thinking and escape into the world of fantasy. This could 

be a psychological shift in time and space for one’s mind. The third level is 

a medium of escape in this story which Charley experiences and Sam 

finds out in order to be transported to past. Sam’s letter to Charley proves 

that almost everyone needs this refuge, even a psychiatrist who otherwise 

counsels people to fight their insecurities. 

I.  Read the extract given below and briefly answer the questions 

that follow: 

“To make sure, I walked over to a newsboy and glanced at the 

stack of papers at his feet. It was ‘The World’ ; and The World 

hasn’t been published for years. The lead story said something 

about President Cleveland. I have found that front page since, in 

the Public Library files, and it was printed June 11, 1894.” 

i. Who is the narrator? 

ii. What did he want to make sure? 

iii. Why was the narrator surprised to see ‘The World’ ? 

iv. What did the date of newspaper signify? 

    II.  Answer the following questions in 30-40 words each:  

i. Why did Charley want to go to Galesburg? 

      ii.  How did Sam explain Charley’s visit to the third level? 

    III.  Answer the following question in 120-150 words: 

i.  Describe the things seen by Charley at the third level which 

made it different from usual?  
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    4.  Tiger King 

       - Kalki 

 

   

 Summary 

 

When Maharaja Jilani Jung Jung Bahadur was born, the astrologers had 

foretold that one day the king would have to die. Suddenly the ten - day -

old prince started speaking and said that all those who were born would 

have to die one day .An infant born  ten days ago ,  talking  in such  a 

manner  was very  surprising for everyone present there. The chief 

astrologer told the Prince that he was born in the hour of the bull and bull 

and tigers were enemies therefore his death would  come from a tiger. 

 

The Maharaja grew and took to tiger hunting. His happiness knew no 

bounds when he killed the first tiger. He told this to the chief astrologer 

about it, the chief astrologer told him that he may kill 99 tigers but he 
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must be careful with the hundredth one. In ten years he killed 70 tigers 

and banned the killing of tigers in Pratibandapuram.When the tiger 

population had become extinct at Pratibandapuram , Maharaja married 

into a royal family of a state where tiger population was rich. Thus he 

killed 99 tigers but one was still left. There was no sign of tigers 

anywhere. Maharaja could not bear it anymore.He raised the land tax and 

also dismissed some of his men. Latera tiger was brought for Maharaja. He 

shot the tiger but missed it.Since the tiger fainted on hearing the shot, the 

Maharaja didn't realise that he had not killed the tiger. Maharaja’s men 

knew this but they didn't disclose this to him as they feared that if they 

tell it to Maharaja, then they may lose their job. But the Maharaja didn't 

know that he still had one tiger left to kill. 

 

Maharaja had to attend his 3-year old son's birthday. He gifted him a 

wooden tiger. The toy tiger was made by an unskilled man.Its surface was 

rough, as a result a splinter pierced into Maharaja's hand. Next day the 

infection spread into his whole hand and Maharaja at last died. 

 

Thus the fateful hundredth tiger, though a wooden one, was the cause of 

Maharaja's death and proved the prediction of the astrologer correct. 

 

I.Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow - 

 

".... aren’t you aware of the fact that thirty tigers still remain to be shot 

down by this gun of mine?" 

 

i. Who is the speaker in the above lines? 

ii. Whom is the speaker talking to? 

iii. Why is the speaker so much concerned for killing 30 tigers? 

iv. Will the speaker be successful in achieving his target? 

 

II. Answer the following questions in 30 -  40 words - 

i.  What predictions did the astrologers make at the birth of the 

'Tiger King'? 

ii. What was the astrologer' s reaction when the Maharaja told him 

that he had killed his first tiger?  
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III.Answer the question given below in 120 -150 words. 

Comment on the ending of the story   "The Tiger King” highlighting the 

irony of King's fate. 

 

4. My Mother at Sixty-six 

- Kamla Das 

 

  

Theme: 

 In this poem the poet speaks about her concern for her mother who is 

gradually advancing towards her end. The poem unveils a surfeit of 

emotions which the poet undergoes when she sees her agingmother 

andalso experiences and endures pangsof severance at the apprehension 

of losing her mother. The poem is elucidated in a prose form and the entire 

poem revolves around a single contemplationthat is the loss of beauty and 

charismaand on approaching death and decay.  

Summary:   

The poem begins with Kamala Das heading towards the airport   with her 

mother. She observes a pale and insipid look on her mother’s face and 

ishorrified at the thought of losing her mother.  She is scared andanxious 

that she will not be able to see her mother when she comes back. All 

these thoughts create a sense of dejection and in order to deviate 
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herattention, she looks out of the window of the car she is travelling in 

where she observes a picture which is in stark contrast with the scene 

inside the car. The trees appear to be sprinting thereby portraying an 

image of boundless zeal and energy and at the same time she also 

observes little children playing who portray an image of exuberance and 

enthusiasm.  

The trees which seemed to be running and the young children at play 

symbolizes life, energy and happiness which are singularly lacking in her 

mother’s life. It is this thought which engulfs and devours her up from 

within. 

On reaching the airport and after the security check, she turns around 

once again to see her mother and to bid her good bye. The impassiveand 

comatoselook onceagain rekindles the thought the fact that her mother is 

at the twilight of her life. 

This thought transports the poet in a state of gloom-  where she finds 

herself encircled and delimited by the same fear that she had during her 

childhood days- the fear of losing her mother but then she tried to come 

out of the melancholy and smiled at her. She smiles at her in order to 

reassure her that they are going to meet very soon. She tries to conceal 

her grief with a smile on her face which she feels will assure her mother 

about her survival. 

 

 

Poetic Devices: 

Simile: 

The colour of mother’s face has been compared to that a corpse. 

Imagery: 

Trees sprinting, merry children spilling. 

Simile: 

Mother’s face has been compared to the late winter’s moon ( I looked 

again at her,  wan, pale as a late winter’s moon….). As the late winter’s 

moon gets overshadowed by the fog and mist in the sky, similarly her 

mother can also get overshadowed by death at any point of time. Both of 

them are nearing an end- one of season and other of life. 

Repetition: 
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The parting words of the poet shows her positive attitude. She overcomes 

her pain and fear, assures herself and her mother that they would meet 

again. The poet tries to put up a brave facade which is indicated by the 

use of repetition. – ( All I did was smile and smile and smile…) 

Questions: 

I. “……familiar ache, my childhood’s fear  

but all I said, see you soon Amma 

all I did was smile and smile and smile…” 

i. What does the poet mean by childhood fear? (1) 

ii. Explain the significance of the parting words of the poet? (1) 

iii. What is the relevance of the poetic device used in the last line? (1) 

iv. Name the poem and the poet? 

II. Why has the poet brought in the image of merry children “spilling 

out of their homes”? (30-40 words) (2 marks) 

III. Why did the poet compare her mother’s face with the “late 

winter’s moon”? (30-40 words) (2 marks) 

 

 

 

6. An Elementary School Classroom in a Slum 

- Stephen Spender 
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Introduction 

The poem revolves around the social inequalities that prevail in our 

society and the huge gap between the have and the have nots. We can 

divide the poem in two parts- first part speaks about the anguish faced by 

the slum children and the latter part speaks about the solution i.e. how 

these children can come out from their world of despondence and despair 

with the help of education. 

Summary: 

In this poem the poet talks about the condition of the children who are 

studying in a school in a slum. According to him the condition of these 

children is extremely pathetic and they are far far away from the joys and 

jubilations that mark childhood days. They are considered unwanted like 

the “rootless weeds” which in turn leads to a sense of insecurity among 

them. The children are deprived of the basic necessities of life and are 

exhausted both physically and emotionally. These unfortunate beings have 

inherited nothing but disease and bad luck from parents. However, there is 

one child at the back of the class who is quite energetic and vibrant. His 

inexperiencedeyes are full of hope. He dreams about playing games in the 

open and has an innate desire to discover the world. 

The classroom walls have a dull and dirty appearance as it has not been 

painted for a pretty long time which also indicates that these children 

inhabit a world which is dreary and depressing. It’s quite ironical that on 

the walls of these classrooms beautiful pictures of Tyrolese valley etc. 

has been put up which present a picture of heavenly splendour but these 

children have no idea about this heavenly splendour and hence are unable 

to appreciate these. For these children it is fate, destiny and gloom which 

are an integral part of their life. 

The poet suddenly turns aggressive and calls Shakespeare wicked 

because he misleads the young minds. He exposes them to a world of love 

and opulence which is not only unreal for them but also has a corrupting 

influence (instigates them to steal). The words “Wear Skins” and 

“Spectacles of Steel” speaks volume about their miserable condition 

which again reeks of deprivation and doom. 

It’s really sad to note we need important and distinguished people to bring 

in a change. The poet in a consolatory tone appeals to the people in power 

to take the initiative of improving the condition of these children and help 

them to pull them out from the jaws of poverty and deprivation. He 

earnestly requests them to free them from their grave like entrapments 

and remove all the barriers which keep them away from the light of true 

education. He is sure that one day these children will break free from their 

morbid life. The poet ends on a positive note by emphasizing on the aspect 
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that ample opportunities should be given to the children so that they can 

create historyand can earn name and fame for themselves or carve a 

niche for themselves in this world 

Poetic Devices 

Simile –  

1. Like rootless weeds … 

2. Like bottle bits on stones…. 

Metaphor 

1. Paper seeming boy….. 

2. Sour cream walls…. 

3. Narrow street sealed with a lead sky… 

4. Cramped holes…… 

5. The white and green leaves open…… 

Repetition 

1. Far Far away …. 

Allusion – 

1. Shakespeare’s Head 

2. Tyrolese valley  

Questions: 

I. “…….Unless governor, inspector, visitor 

This map becomes their window and these windows  

That shut upon their lives like catacombs 

Break o break open till they break the town  

And show the children to green fields and make their 

world  

Run azure on gold sands and let their tongues 

Run naked into books the white and green leaves led to 

open  

History theirs whose language is the sun 

I. What is the poet’s appeal and to whom? (1) 

II. How is the tone of this stanza different from the previous one?(1) 

III. Explain the significance of the last two lines of the poem ?(1) 

IV. Name the poem and the poet.(1) 

II. How has the poet described the children in the first stanza of 

the poem? (30 – 40 words) (2 marks) 

III. How is “Shakespeare wicked and the map a bad example” for 

the children of the school in a slum?(30-40 words) (2marks) 
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

“When you can’t Calm the Storm then Calm Yourself and let the Storm 

pass away.” 



ASSIGNMENT ON LESSON COLD WAR political science 

 

1 marks questions. 

1. Which two objectives Jawaharlal Nehru wished to achieve through the strategy of Non-

Alignment? 

2. Why was the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation also called Western Alliance?  
3. Why was the Warsaw Pact also called the ‘Eastern Alliance’? 
4. What is the full form of ‘SEATO’? 
5. What is meant by the Cold War? 
6. Name the two superpowers responsible for the Cold War. When did the world become 

unipolar? 
7. When and why did India sign the twenty-years ‘Treaty of Peace and Friendship’ with the 

Soviet Union? 
8. Why has India refused to sign the CTBT?  
9. What was the main objective of the New International Order? 
10. Non-Alignment does not imply neutrality or equidistance”. What does this statement 

mean? 
11. What was the New International Order?  
12. What is the balance of power? 

 

2 marks questions. 

1. Name any four founders of NAM and the countries they belonged to 

respectively. 
2. Mention any two of the agreements signed between the two superpowers 

starting in the 1960s 

3. Which two ideologies were involved in a conflict during the Cold War era and 

why?  

4. What do we refer to as Arenas of Cold War? Give any one example. 
5. Why did India not join either of the two superpower camps during the Cold War 

era? 

4 marks questions 

1. Mention the full forms of All Indio (C) 2008 

(i) CENTO 

(ii) NATO 

(iii) LDC 

(iv) SEATO 



2. Why did India distance itself from the two camps led by the US and the Soviet 

Union? Explain.  

3. Why did the superpowers need smaller states as their allies? Explain any four 

reasons. 

4. How is Non-Alignment different from ‘neutrality’ or ‘equidistance’? 
5. Explain any four important events of the Cuban Missile Crisis 

 

6 marks questions 

1. How far is it correct to say the international alliances during the Cold 

War era were determined by the requirements of the superpowers and 

the calculations of the smaller states? Explain. 

2. What is Cold War? Why did the superpower depend on a military 

alliance with smaller countries? 

3. How did the ‘New International Economic Order’ come into being? 

Which reforms were proposed by UNCTAD in its report in 1972? 

4. Non-Aligned Movement has become irrelevant today’. Do you agree with 

the statement? Support your answer with any three suitable arguments. 
5. What is meant by isolationism, neutrality, and Non-Alignment? Examine 

the growth of Non-Aligned Movement. 
6. Why was the end of the Second World War considered to be the 

beginning of the Cold War? Explain. 
7. Analyze any three points of criticism and any three core values and 

enduring ideas related to the Non-Aligned Movement.  
8. Analyze any three points of criticism and any three core values and 

enduring ideas related to the Non-Aligned Movement.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

ASSIGNMENT OF LESSON CHALLENGES OF NATION 

BUILDING 

 

1 marks questions 

 

1. Name the leader of the freedom movement of India who was popularly known as 

Frontier Gandhi 
2. Name the leader who played a historic role in negotiating with the rulers of princely 

states to join the Indian Union. 
3. Mention the main recommendation of the State Reorganisation Commission of 

1953.  
4. What is the ‘Two Nation Theory’ advanced by Muslim League? 
5. Which four princely states of India initially resisted to join the Indian Union? 
6. What was the biggest obstacle in nation building at the time of India’s 

independence? 
7. Which two princely states refused to join either Pakistan or India at the time of 

Independence? 
8. What do you understand by ‘instrument of accession’? 
9. When and by whom was the ‘tryst with destiny’ speech delivered? 
10. How many princely states were in India at the time of its independence? 

 

2 marks questions 

1. While the rest of the country was reorganised on linguistic lines in 1950s, why 

had Punjab to wait till 1966?  
2. Name the original states from which the following states were carved out. 

(i) Meghalaya 

(ii) Gujarat 
3. What two challenges were faced by India at the time of her independence? 
4. What was meant by princely states? How many princely states were there in 

India at the time of independence? 
5. Explain the role played by Sardar Patel in the unification of princely states in 

India. 
 



4 marks questions 

1. What does the special status given to Jammu and Kashmir under Article 

370 mean? 
2. How did the state of Hyderabad became a part of the Indian Union after 

partition?  
3. What was the approach of the Government of India towards the princely 

states immediately after the partition of India in 1947? 
4. Describe how the princely states of Manipur and Junagadh acceded to 

India. 
5. Describe briefly any four problems faced in the process of partition of 

India. 
 

6 marks questions 

1. Analyse any six consequences of the partition of India in 1947. 
2. “The accommodation of regional demands and the formation of 

linguistic states were also seen as more democratic.” Justify the 

statement with any three suitable arguments,” 
3. What forced the Union Government of India to appoint the States 

Reorganisation Commission in 1953? Mention its two main 

recommendations. Name any four new states formed after 1956. 
4. Discuss the problem related to Kashmir between India and 

Pakistan.  
5. What were the main consideration for bringing princely states with 

Indian Union? Who played the historic role in this task?  
6. Mahatma Gandhi said on 14th August, 1947, “Tomorrow will be a 

day rejoicing as well as mourning”.Why? Analyse the statement 
 

 

 



Chapter-1 

ECONOMICS 

 

THE INDIAN ECONOMY ON THE EVE OF INDEPENDENCE 

The main objective of this book is to familiarise you with the basic features of Indian economy.  

In order to understand the various phase of development, it is important to first look at the state of 

Indian economy at the time of independence. 

Basic features of Indian economy was:- 

1. LOW LEVEL OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT- the economic condition of a nation can judge 

with the data of national income and per capita income. 

- There was no sincere attempts by the British Government. 

- Some individual attempts was made by some experts like DadabhaiNaoroji, William 

digby, Findlay shirras, V.K.R.V.Rao, R.C. Desai 

- Most studies shows that Real GDP growth rate during first half of twentieth century was 

less than 2% and only 0.5% in per capita GDP. 

2. AGRICULTURE SECTOR- Nearly 85% population engage directly or indirectly from agriculture 

but the country was not self sufficient in food and raw materials for industry. 

- Agriculture growth rate was low and stagnant. 

Main reasons behind it was :- 

a. LAND SETTELMENT SYSTEM- under zamindari system , zamindars had to pay a fixed 

lagan to Britishers and the main interest of zamindars was only to collect lagan 

regardless of the economic condition of cultivator. 

b. COMMERCIALIZATION OF AGRICULTURE- British government forced Indian farmers 

to grow Indigo which promoted to shift food crops to cash crops. 

3. INDUSTRIAL SECTOR-  The industrial policy adopted by Britishers was two fold motive. First 

they wanted that India should become a mere exporter of Raw material and Importer of 

finished good, 

- Due to this discriminatory policy Indian handicraft industry was ruined. And due to that 

there was massive unemployment, creating more pressure on agriculture etc.. 

- There was no capital good industry. 

- Some modern industries started like TISCO, TELCO JUTE AND CEMENT industry. 

4. FOREIGN TRADE-  

- India was the exporter of raw and Importer of finished good, 

- Britain had the monopoly control over India’s trade. 

- There was ‘DRAIN OF INDIAN WEALTH’ 

- There was huge export surpluses but it was used to make payments for expenses 

incurred by an office set up , war expenses, and to import invisible items. 

5. DEMOGRAPHIC CONDITION-  

- First official census was undertaken in 1881 

- 1921 was the year of great divide that India moved from first stage to second. 

- Birth rate and death rate was very high i.e 48 and 42 per thousand. 

- Infant mortality rate was 312/1000 

- Life expectancy rate was only 32 years. 

- Literacy rate was only 16% and female literacy was less than 7% 



- There was widespread poverty and no public health facilities causing huge toll of death 

only due to air and water borne disease. 

6. OCCUPATIONAL STRUCTURE- 

- Primary sector accounted 75% of workforce, secondary sector 20% and service sector 

25% approximately.  

- There was growing regional variation , in some states like west Bengal, kerala, Karnataka 

etc. the dependency on agriculture was decreases and in some parts like Orissa, Punjab, 

Haryana it increases. 

7. INFRASTRUCTURE- 

- Some efforts was made to develop infrastructure like roadways, railways, water 

transport , posts and telegraph but, the main motive was to serve their colonial interest. 

- The roads were built for mobilizing the army, drawing out raw material from different 

parts of country etc 

- Railways were built to have effective control and administration. 

- To earn profits through foreign trade by linking railways with ports. 

- To make profitable investment of british funds. 

By the time India won its independence the impact of colonial rule was showing on all 

aspects of economy. There was some positive contribution like railway, effective 

administration , modern education and industry etc. but  during british rule they 

transformed the Indian economy into a colonial, backward, semi-feudal, stagnant and 

depleted economy. 

 


