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Comprehension 

“Read not to contradict and confute, nor to believe and take for 

granted ...but to weigh and consider.” 

― Francis Bacon 

 

Sometimes an unseen passage may be set and students may be asked to answer 

certain questions based on the passage. They can write good answers only,  

• When they fully grasp the meaning of the passage.  

• When they are able to express the meaning of the passage in their own simple and clear 

direct English (Avoid Copying directly from passage). 

• When they clearly understand the question asked.  

 

❖ Some important hints 
1. Read the given passage carefully two or three times, till you understand its subject and 

main theme. 

2. Read carefully the questions, one by one, and find out whether you fully understand 

them. 

3. Then take up the first question, and find out to which part of the passage it refers. 

4. Then take up the other questions, and find out the part of the passage they refer to.    

5. Now write answers to the questions in your own words. Do not copy the 

language of the passage.  The answer should be brief and to the point. 

 



6. Remember, word limit matters. Be careful for scoring good marks. 

 e.g. for 2 marks question we have to answer between 30 and 40 words. Similarly for 1 

mark questions the answer should be in one sentence or two sentences or one word (as 

per instructions in question). 

7.  Revise your answers and examine them carefully to see that are clear and complete. If 

an answer is too long, you must further compress it by omitting unnecessary details.  

8. Correct all mistakes in spelling, grammar and punctuation.  Let the language of answers 

be simple and direct. 

Exercises 

1. Read the following passage carefully. 

Caged behind thick glass is the most famous dancer in the world can easily be missed 

in the National Museum, Delhi.  The dancing girl of Mohenjo-Daro is that rare artefact 

that even school children are familiar with. Our school textbooks also communicate 

the wealth of our 5000 year’s heritage of art. You have to be alert to her existence 

there, amid terracotta animals to discover this bronze image. 

Most of us have seen her only in photographs or sketches, therefore the impact of 

actually holding her is magnified a million times over. One discovers that the dancing 

girl has no feet. She is small a little over 10 cm tall - the length of human palm - but 

she surprises us with the power of great art - the ability to communicate across 

centuries. 

A series of bangles- of shell or ivory or thin metal - clothe her left upper arm all the 

way down to her fingers. A necklace with three pendant bunched together and a few 

bangles above the elbow and wrist on the right hand display and almost modern art. 

She speaks of the undaunted, ever hopeful human spirit. She reminds us that it is 

important to visit museums in our country to experience the impact that work of art 

leaves on our senses, to find among all the riches one particular vision of beauty that 

speaks to us alone. 

I. On the basis of your reading f the above passage answer the following questions. 

1×8= 8 marks 

a) The Dancing Girl belongs to 

(i) Mohenjo-Daro 

(ii) Greek culture 

(iii) Homo sapiens 

(iv) Tibet 



b) In the museum she’s kept among 

(i) dancing figures 

(ii) bronze statues 

(iii) terracotta animals  

(iv) book 

c) Which information is not given in the passage? 

(i) The girl is caged behind glass. 

(ii)  She is rare artefact. 

(iii) School books communicate the wealth of our heritage. 

(iv)  She cannot be discovered as she’s bronze. 

d) ‘Great Art’ has power because 

(i) It appeals to us despite passage of time. 

(ii) It is small and can be understood. 

(iii) It is seen in pictures and sketches. 

(iv) It is magnified a million times. 

e) The jewellery she wears 

(i) Consists of bangles of shell or ivory or thin metal only. 

(ii) is a necklace with two pendants 

(iii) Both (i) and (ii) are correct 

(iv) Neither (i) nor (ii) is correct.  

f) She reminds us  

(i) Of the never-say-die attitude of humans. 

(ii) Why museums in our country are exciting. 

(iii) Why she will make us come into money. 

(iv) Of dancing figures. 

g) The synonym of word “among” in paragraph 1 is ___________. 

h) The size of dancing girl is equal to the length of the human palm. (True/False) 

 

2. Read the following passage carefully. 

As the family finally sets off from home after many arguments, there is a moment of lull 

as the car takes off. “Alright, so where are we going for dinner now?” asks the one at the 

driving wheel. What follows is a chaos as multiple voices makes as many suggestions. 

By the time order is restored and a decision is arrived at, tempers have a risen, feelings 

injured and there is at least one person grumbling. 



Twenty years ago, you would step out of home, the decision of meal and venue already 

made with no arguments or opposition and everybody look forward to the meal with 

equal enthusiasm. The decision was made by the head of the family and others fell in 

line. Today every member of the family has a say in every decision which also promotes a 

sense of togetherness and bonding. 

We empower our kids to take their own decisions from a very early age. We asked them 

the cuisine they prefer, the movie they want to see, the holiday they wish to go on and 

the subjects they wish to study. 

It’s a closely connected world out there where children consult and guide each other. A 

parent’s well-meaning advice can sound like nothing more than unnecessary preaching. 

How then do we reach our children through all the conflicting views and make the voice 

of reason be heard. Children today questions choices and prefer to go with the flow. 

What then is the best path to take? I would say that most important thing one can do is 

to listen. Listen to your children and their silences. Ensure that you keep some time aside 

for them, insist that they share their stories with you. Step into their world. It is not as 

complicated as it sound; just a daily half an hour of quality time would do the trick. 

I. On the basis of your reading of the above passage, answer the following questions in     

30-40 words each. 

2×4=8 marks 

a) Write one advantage and one disadvantage allowing every family member to a part 
of the decision-making process.  
 

b) In today’s world, what are parents asking their kids? 
 

 
c) Which two pieces of advice does the writer give to the parents? 

 
d) The passage supports the parents. How far do you agree with the author’s views? 

Support your view with a reason. 
 

 
II.  On the basis of your reading the above passage answer the following: 

1×4=4 marks 

a) The synonym of ‘hurt’ as given in paragraph 2 is________. 

b) The word means the same as ‘a style or method of cooking’ in  

paragraph 4 is 

 



(i) cuisine        

(ii) gourmet 

(iii) gastric 

(iv) science 

c) The antonym of ‘agreeable’ as given in paragraph 5 is _________. 

d) The antonym of ‘simple’ as given in paragraph 6 is 

(i) difficult 

(ii) complicated 

(iii) easy 

(iv) tricky 

 

              ***** 






